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Layout and schemes are only suitable for 
web designers or people familiar with 
HTML and CSS. If you are not, just skip this 
part 
 
Usually, each system’s layouts are already 
optimized and initialized for special 
purposes. If you require more detail of 
layout management, please contact your 
service provider 
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LAYOUT GROUPS 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LOC::   System Config. > Layout…  
 
Different systems usually have different layout groups but 
they have some common groups:  
 
• Website: All content page layouts, you can add your 

own sublevel groups 
• Business: Different systems usually contain different 

layouts here, for example, enquiry system only has 
enquiry layouts, shopping system has shopping 
layouts, etc. 

• System: Layouts for membership system, votes, 
forum, etc. 

• Trash: All deleted layouts and groups will be first put 
at here. 

 
• #: Auto-generated system id for identification 
• Name: Name of the layout group for identification 
• Code: Group code, must be unique and 

alphanumerical  
• Enabled: Only enabled layout groups are referenced 

in content page management and product 
management 

• Priority: Backend display priority 
• Add Sub-group: For better classification of layouts 
• Edit: Edit group property 
• Delete: Removal of group (Except system groups) 
 
 
 

User defined groups are marked in green color 
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ADD / EDIT GROUP 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LOC::   System Config. > Layout…  
Click the “Add New Group” or “Edit Group” button 
 
• Name: Name of the group 
• Enabled: Enabled groups are displayed in product 

and content management for selection 
• Priority: Backend sorting number for easy 

management 
• Parent: For better classification of layout groups 
• Code: Unique identification code for layout group 
• Description: Type your description to the layout here 
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LAYOUT GROUP CONTENT (LAYOUT LIST) 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOC::   System Config. > Layout…  
Click group name to view layout list 
 
 
- Switch Layout group 
 
- Add New Layout 
 
- Back layout 
 
- Disabled layout (in Gray color) 
 
 
• #: Auto-generated backend identification id  
• Code: Layout code for identification and referencing  
• Name: Name of the layout 
• T.Width: Width of the layout (Some systems control 

layout width with global parameter: {SV: 
name=et_w})  

• Spacing: The cell spacing of the outer most table of a 
layout, can also be adjusted with global parameter: 
{SV: name=et_cs})  

• Padding: The cell padding of the outer most table of 
a layout, can also be adjusted with global parameter: 
{SV: name=et_cp})  

• Alignment: Alignment of the outer most table(Left, 
center and right)  

• Priority: Backend display priority 
• Enabled: Only enabled layouts can be referenced 
• Locked: Locked files cannot be changed (Only super 

root can unlock again) 
• Edit: Edit layout property 
• Backup: Backup important layouts before 

modification 
• Delete: Remove layout 
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ADD / EDIT LAYOUT (BASIC PROPERTY) 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOC::   System Config. > Layout…  
Click group name to view layout list, then click “Add New 
Layout” or “Edit layout” button 
 
- Switch layout 
 
- Property panel switch (Basic, options, file & description) 
 
• Code: Unique layout code for identification  
• Name: Name of the layout 
• Group: Which group the layout belongs to 
• Enabled: Only enabled layouts can be referenced 
• Priority: Display priority of the layout at backend 
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ADD / EDIT LAYOUT (OPTIONS) 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Page 

LOC::   System Config. > Layout…  
Click group name to view layout list, then click “Add New 
Layout” or “Edit layout” button and switch to the Option 
property panel 
 
Body Options (Body refer to the who page, i.e. the 
gray + orange part)  
 
• Preview image: Preview image of the layout 

(Advance user only)  
• Background type: Use text or image as background 
• Background image: Background image 
• Background color: Color for background 
• Left margin: Page to border width 
• Margin width: Same as above but for different 

browsers  
• Top margin: Page to border height 
• Margin height: Same as above but for different 

browsers  
 
 
Table Options (Controlling the orange part)  
 
• Width: Width of the orange table (number or 

percentage with %)  
• Height: Height of the orange table (Number or 

percentage with %)  
• Spacing: Spacing between table cells 
• Padding: Padding between table cells 
• Table alignment: alignment of the table (Left, center, 

right)  
• Border width: The width of the border 
• Background type: Type of background of the 

orange table  
• Background image: Image that is to be the 

background of the table 
• Background color: Color for the table background 
• Border color: Color of the table border 
• Border Light color:  Color of one side of the table 

border (Usually table borders are of 2-pixel width)  
• Border Dark color: Color of another side of the table 

border 
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ADD / EDIT LAYOUT (LAYOUT FILE) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOC::   System Config. > Layout…  
Click group name to view layout list, then click “Add New 
Layout” or “Edit layout” button and switch to the Layout 
File property panel 
 
 
The gray panel shows the layout HTML code, with i8 
components1， (Only if you are very familiar with HTML 
code can you modify a layout file content, don't ever 
delete component calling brackets “{}”)  
 
In almost all layouts, we can see dictionary word calling 
underscores “__WORD__” type of strings. In old systems, 
the calling is represented as 
“i8_SYSTEM_DICTIONARY_WORD_i8”, for details of 
system words, please reference to “System 
Language/Dictionary” part of manual 
 
If ABC is defined as an image, then at front end, it will be 
displayed as image. Don’t use image type of word for text 
on button, as it will cause troubles, for example: 
The following HTML code is illegal: 
 
<input type=”button” value=”__ABC__”></input> 
 
Should use Button HTML widget instead 
<button>__ABC__<button> 
 
• Wrapp text: When the text of the layout file in a 

single row is too long, you can choose to wrap the 
text for better viewing experience. Such wrapping or 
not will not affect front displaying  

 
 

                                                 
1 Components are the basic functional blocks of i8 systems. In 
old systems, the calling of component is : 
i8_SYSTEM_COMPONENT_ABC_i8, new systems simplify it to, 
take news list at home page as example, it can be represented 
as: {NEWS_LIST:column=news,page_size=20}, where articles 
in the column with code “news”  is listed in home page and then 
each page of the news page shows 20 news titles 
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ADD / EDIT LAYOUT (DESCRIPTION) 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOC::   System Config. > Layout…  
Click group name to view layout list, then click “Add New 
Layout” or “Edit layout” button and switch to the 
Description property panel 
 
Enter your own description to the layout file here. The 
content of the description does not has any effect at front 
end 
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COLOR SCHEMES 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOC::   System Config. > Schemes …  
 
There are total 8 color schemes, but usually only the first 
one is used and other 7 are for backup purpose only.  
 
Click the edit source button to edit the CSS file. Only 
professionals with rich CSS designing experience are 
recommended to change the content of the CSS file 
(Even you change it,  please just add and alter the existing 
lines, DO NOT DELETE any line). 
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EXTRA INFORMATION (COMPONENT ENTITY)  

 
There are lots of components being used in different i8 platforms (Entities can be placed in any layout of a system without 
difference, such as that of a component called “ABC” in page 1 can still be displayed in page 2). A component has a 
editing panel called ENTITY panel, which contains plain HTML codes. Until you really know how to manipulate 
component entities, you are not suggested to touch them. In next version of i8 platforms, you can choose to down entity 
and components from the website, and designers will not be allowed to touch entities. 
 


